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REDUCED BOUNDARIES
TOR YURAGIR NATIONAL PARK

Massive reductions in the areas proposed
for national parks on the North Coast of NSW
are proposed by Ministers Hills, Crabtree and
Day.

A map of the new boundaries proposed for

major North Coast park proposal (Yuragir
... was leaked from Government sources to the
Total Environment Centre which {after checking
their authenticity with Government Departments)
called a press conference. The resulting
publicity appears to have prevented the group
of ministers from making their announcement
{which was to coincide with Mr. Wran's absence
on holidays at Lord Howe Island). Presumably
the proposals will now have to be debated in
Cabinet. Therefore letters to the Premier
would be particularly useful at this time.
Letters should express disgust at the reduction
of about 3/4 in the area of Yuragir, loss of
Lake Hiawatha and Minnie Water and the threat
of 4 major mining operations and several land
developments proceeding in what was previously
proposed by the Labour Government as national
park. Letters should call for continued
government support for the 1.D.0. boundaries
gazetted early this year.

The effect of Mr. Crabtree's boundaries
would be to leave three small parks instead of
the large Yuragir. Twec of the small parks
(Angourie and Red Rocks) already exist. The
other, Minnie Waters NP consists of land

’ikieady purchased by the Government through

= Coastal Conservation Scheme and by the
.+45. Thus the only gain to the general public
.from the new boundaries would be,a new name:
Minnie Waters NP. But half a dozen private
companies would be much closer to their
development goals.

Te cap all this the Total Environment
Centre is also in possession of a copy of a
letter from Mineral Deposits Ltd. to the Under-
Secretary for Mines. The letter dated April 3,
1978 states the company's proposals to mine in
4 existing or proposed North Coast parks. It
concludes by listing the Company's proposal to
mine the Scuthern High Dunes in the ‘existing
Myall Lakes National Park, commencing in 1982,

Bundjalung NP

A similar position to that in Yuragir
appears to apply to the proposed Bundjalung NP
to the scuth, Here two major areas are
excluded which will aliow for two new mining
operations. One of these would be over the’
High Dunes at Jerusalem Ck.

Meeting between Mr. Crabtree and
Representativr  of the NPA, On Tuesday
August 8, Milo "unphy and Peter Prineas met
Mr. Crabtree in his office. They showed him
a copy of the departmental map of Yuragir
boundaries and preased him to agree to meet a
deputation from the NPA to discuss the
boundaries in detail befaore he made any decision
regarding them. Mr. Crabtree refuséd this
request although it was put to him several
times. His subsequent media asasurances that
he is ‘always willing to talk to the NPA are
pure obfuscation. :
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COLO APPEAL

Recent developments in Ettrema make
it appear that only loose ends need to be
tidied up in order to prevent mining in

Federation will now divert its
attention to what now appears to be the
next conservation issue, that is the
mining and damming in the Colc region.

The Colo-Hunter Wilderness represents 25%
of the total remaining wilderness area in
New South Wales (235,000 hectares),
embracing the gorges and valleys of the
Wollangambe, Colo, Wolgan, Capertee and
Bylong Rivers. 1Its close proximity to

the cities of Sydney and Newcastle means
that a Colo National Park would cater for a
amjor recreational and inspirational demand.
At the same time, the physical and intangible
gualities of the wilderness area would be
secure in a gazetted, protected reserve.

The threats of the Colo region are very
real and very imminent. A major dam and
pipeline are proposed within the Colo
wilderness area. The major opponent of the
Colo's preservation (the Electricity
Commission) is a very powerful body. Any
campaign will be very costly. Funds are
needed to pay for the campaign to save Colo.
Donations are asked for. All donations will
be acknowledged in the Newsletter. (Unless
of course the donor wishes to remain
anonymous) . All donations should be sent to
The Secretary, Box 2090, G.P.0. Sydney 2001.

WHAT'S NEW

NEW MAPS

Some new 1:25,000 maps are available
of the Mittagong Region. These new maps are
very poor. They are only half the old size
and are printed on both sides of the paper.
This makes it impossible to fit the maps
together (without buying twe of each sheet})

MAGAZINES

A recent CMW magazine "Into the Blue" is
out featuring articles an Snowy Mountains
Walks, Igloos and Part II of an article of
walking from Clyde Mtn to the Victorian
Border.

A ramblers "Aark* recently publishead
featured articles on Scuth West Tasmania,
Hollanders River and the latest insanity
rating of the members.

A new "Kameruka" magazine should now be
available with 3 articles on South West
Tasmania, 3 on the Northern Blue Mountains,
one on Snowy Mts daywalks and 2 on food.

SLEEPING BAGS
Prices of NZ bags have gone up a lot in

. recent mohthe. Paddy Pallins have a new top

engd model out “"The Snowlord” angd have scnme

newssyathetic Bage in £r America-selling
below.£100 and rated to 20°F. .
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N C C ANNUAL DINNER

The Nature Conservation Council of New
South Wales will hold its 23rd Annual Dinner
at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 2lst October, The
venue will be the Australian Museum (Wiiliam
Street entrance), and the guest speaker will
be the Premier, Neville Wran. Tickets are
$9.00 per head which includes costs for a
5 course meal plus all drinks.

For more information, or tickets, contact

The Environment Centre,
399 Pitt Street,
Sydney, 2000 Phone 233 5388

or

Mr. Jim Brown,
12 Prx Valley Road,

Wahroonga, 2076 Phone 48 1236

SOUTH WEST TASMANIA RESQURCES SURVEY

A survey is being undertaken to compile
a detailed inventory of reecurces of South
West Tasmania and to identify those resources
connected with nature conservation. The A.C.F.
boundary for South West Tasmania is being
adopted for the study area.

Below is a questionnaire designed to assist
in evaluating recreational usage in the South
West. This includes bushwalking, caving,
climbing, photography, lilo-ing or canceing
etc,

Note The Eldon Range, Frenchman's Cap, King
WilTtam Rg, Denison Rg, Mt, Anne, Snowy Rg,
.Picton Rg, Hartz Mountains, Ida Bay Caves
are within the A.C.F. boundary f{(as well as
the more well known areas such as Federation
Peak, Precipitous Bluff, Franklin River....

The survey has undertaken studies of the
commercial resources {e.g. hydro and timber)
of South West Tasmania., If the recreational
value of the area is to receive adegquate
recognition it is important that as many
people answer the gquestionnaire as possible.
If you have visited South West Tasmania on
several occasions, please copy the form and
send down as many as necessary.

The address is:

South West Tasmania Resources Survey

P.0. Box 225

Sandy Bay

Tasmania 7005

HERALD CALLS FOR WILDERNESS USAGE VIEWS

in the 'Getaway Extra' of the 8th
September Herald, the editor invited all
wilderness users to put forward their views on
wilderness and its management. The accompanying
article was concerned mainly with the Helman
Report’'s views on wilderness, O©On the Helman
Report's propositions on wilderness, the
Herald says :

"Many of these propositiocns furnish a
philosophical battleground for conflicting
cpinions on what kinds of recreation should
be allowed in wilderness areas,

"Already different groups of ocutdoor
clubs are waging a propaganda war against one
another over the issue, Bushwalking clubs,
for instance, are actively opposinc the use
of our four wheel drive vehicles i- many
wilderness areas.

"The N.S5.W. Federation of Bus -alking
Clubs isn't simply campaigning for :opecial
privileges for its members. It is -lso
re-defining its own activities and ..dvocating
limitations in some areas".

It is good to note that apart from the
NPFWS, Federation is the only wilderness use
body to be named in the article.

The invitation is an ideal opportunity
for bushwalkers to have their views put across
through the newspapers. The editor hopes for
a 'bushlands debate'. Perhaps through this
bushwalkers will be able to clear up some
misconceptions people have on ocur attitudes
to wilderness use.

Anyone wishing to write to the Herald
should write to "Getaway Extra", Box 506, o
G.P.0O., Sydney 2001.

This article in the Herald comes just as
Federation has sent out a rather lengthy survey
to wilderness use bodies in N.S.W. (including
all affiliated clubs). The survey will
ascertain attitudes to and usage of the
wilderness areas described in the Helman
Report. The survey will produce statistics
that will greatly assist in strengthening
Federations stand in conservation of wilderness
areas.

. Specific objectives by wvirtue of their intrinsic gualities e.g.

Precipitous Bluff, Federation Peak.

[} Identifiable route sections, e.g. Catamaran-Melaleuca-SW Cape-M¢ laleuca=-

Junction Creek-Lake Pedder.

txx} E.g. bushwalking, climbing, caving, canoeing, photography, nature -

appreciation etc.

] 1f your organisation is a national or state federation, this should be
circulated to your affiliated clubs for distribution to their members.

Questionnaire for Individuals® Visiting SW Tasmania

club

SERVE YOU BETTER I

That is cur aim, and the reason

City

we now have two shops' in Sydney.
The advantages for vou include:

Date of Visit

* More stock than ever before on

Expenditure incurred:

display to select from.

Travel

* We can make larger purchases,
often at a better price and

Fquipment

pass the savings on to you.

Accomm,. & provisions

* If an item is out of stock at

Destination areas*

one shop, we can usually obtain
it from the othar within a

Routes

matter of hours.
* Our new shop in the city now

Time spent

makes it unnecessary for many
to make that trip across the

Total
in the SW (nights}

bridge.
* Running two shops kesps cur
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ENERGY CONSERVATION ROADS AND THE NORTHERN BLUE MOUNTAINS

A major threat to the conservation of many
areas is the areas potential for energy
production. South-west Tasmania and the Colo
River are obvious examples., By some reasonably
simple measures, energy consumption can be
reduced, and its efficient use increased.

1. A lot of power is used to provide electric
heating and cooking in winter, and for the rest
of the year this potential for power lies idle,
2. The Snowy Mountains Scheme is the best and
cheapest source of peak power. However, it is
only nf real benefit if total peak power
requirements are kept to about 6500 MW.
Therefore, this Ctate should consider greatly
encouraging the use of gas for heating and
cooking instead of electricity wherever possible.
3. It takes three times as much coal and energy
to deliver a fixed amount of heat or energy {say,
to boil a litre of water, or heat a room) by
electricity, than it does if cpal is converted
to town gas, piped and burnt in gas heaters at
home, or in a stove.

4. The capital cost of a power station is
somewhere between $160 and 3220 per kilowatt,
and thus a new power station rated at 2000 MW
would cost about $320-440 million. How is this
money to be raised? If people were encouraged
to use gas stoves and heaters, the cost to
society would be about one-tenth of the above,
because gas works do not have to be expanded
nearly as much because gas can be made at night
and@ used the following evening. Electricity,
however, cannot be stored, and must be made

the instant it is required.

5p~Society would be far less burdened by the

P lems of loan raising if people were
encouraged by active advertising to:

Throughout the Northern Blue Mountains
there are a number of somewhat unfriendly
farmers who will not permit bushwalkers to
travel through their property to get to the
bush beyond. Notable examples are the farmer
on the Drip Rock fire trail (Putty Rd)}, the
Condon Ck farmer (Putty Valley}, the farmer
situated at the head of the Putty valley (just
as the road climbs the ridge to Baxter Junction),
and the High Range farmer {(Nullo Mountain).
These farmers effectively block the Drip Rock
fire trail, rcads on the Tollagong Range,
Bakers Rd (to Baxter Junction) and the Widden
Trail. There are many other roads blocked by
other farmers.

In many cases the farmers have noc legal
right to prevent through traffic. Road reserves
which provide legal access, exist. Farmers do
not in general deny that legal access dces
exist, however they generally become somewhat
aggressive if it is mentioned, and nothing
overall has been gained.

Though these farmers are opposed to bush-
walkers, they too are indirectly preserving
the bushlands near their farm. By not allowing
any vehicles through, the only people that can
penetrate into the bush behind the farms are
those who are prepared to walk, either by
walking around the farm, or by sneaking
through it, It may mean however, that the
walker may have to walk a long section of
fire trail beyond the farm, something he may
have preferred to do by car.

On the other hand 4WDs and vandals have
been kept off these roads. The results of
a) Use less energy this are clearly noticeable, The Drip Rock
b} Use gas for home cooking and heating fire trail is now overgrowing, and some rocads
leading out of the Putty Valley have become
overgrown to the extent that they are no
longer trafficable and indeed, in spots, even
difficult for the bushwalker to follow them.

6. Gas plumbing can be installed in housing
and there are available today gas-tight {leak-
proof) sockets, so that portable gas heaters
can be carried from room to room, There are
many such installations, especially in
Canberra.

7. The state is now served by a gas grid
connecting many coal fields., This pipeline
can carry town gas as well as natural gas,

as it is thought that natural gas will run

out in 25 years time, but coal, if burnt /

wisely, may last some hundreds of years.

Town gas works of moderate size can be NOW INTO HIGH GRADE
built on the coal fields, thus avoiding

-
transporting coal.
8. The government should consider offering CA MPING EOUIPMENT

cheaper electricity rates to people who
undertake not to draw more than 2 or 2.4 kW
at any one time. This ¢an be policed quite Ten‘s
quickly, effectively and cheaply by
adjusting and sealing the 10 amp over-
P rent circuit breaker to 10 ampsa., This

Zuit breaker is fitted to every new, PBCkS
and many existing switchboards, The circuit
breaker is easily reset by the householder
in case of over current; it is just like a Food
switch, but it effectively limits the power
that can be used. The allowance is adequate
for lighting and T.V., washing machine and .
small scale heating {e.g. toaster, jug, Clofhmg
frying pan and the fridge.) I assume a gas
stove and heating will he used.

Sleeping Bags

9. The state government should take firm,
positive steps to actively discourage the
various county councils around Newcastle,
Sydney and Wollongong (e.g. McKellar, Sydney,
Warringah, Prospect, St. George, Shortland,
etc.) from their campaign of selling more
installed electricity power (e.g. “"Housepower
Plus" and the "All Electric Home").

10. Until recently, I worked at Liddell Power
Station, and the feelings I have about the
gross social, economic and energy-use
inefficiency of constructing huge power
stations were shared by many other electrical
and machanical engineers there.

Sale & Hire

PETER WOOF

. REMEMBER THE FEDERATION BALL

Ly

The ball will.be hald at Chatsueod
. Ball on Friday, 6th Octoban; 4l .00




FOUND: A silver disc and car key were found

at the junction of the Kowmung R and Christys
Ck. On the disc was the name 'John Fox Blood
Group 0 Positive'. The owner could contact
Janette Tomsett, phone 88-4561 (H), 92 0488 (W).

WO BYNE TRAIN: Difficulties have arisen in
stopping the Sunday morning Wondabyne train
(8.48 am from Sydney}, So could anyone intending
to get off this train at Wondabyne please ring
Mr. O'Connor of the P.T.C. no later than the
previous Friday.

ED HANVIN, the Ball Convenor and the newly
elected Junior Vice President has had to
resign following & sudden job transfer. We
thank Ed for all the work he has put into this
years Ball.

CHANGE OF PHONE NUMBER: Keith Maxwell
(Federation's Secretary) and Rose Adams' home
phone number has changed to 560 3152.

ADDITIONS TO MORTON NATIONAL PARK: On July 14
2238 Ha were added to the Ettrema section of
Morton National Park. This is the addition

of a small inholding in the Northern Bundundah
and Yalwal Ck area.
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ENVIRONMENT CENTRE REFERENCE LIBRARY

SOLAR ENERGY, FORESTRY, BICYCLES,
WILDERNESS, WHALES, POLLUTION,
ENVIRONMENT IMPACT STATEMENTS,
INSECTICIDES

These are just a few of the subjects
covered by the reference library at the
Environment Centre. This library is being
established to provide information on a wide
range of environmental topics for the use of
conservation groups and students. 1In addition
to books, we hold periodicals, reports,
submissions, leaflets, press clippings,
hansard and government publications.

The library, on the 2nd Floor of the
Environment Centre, is open from Monday to
Friday from % a.m. to 5 p.m. and on SATURDAY
AFTERNOONS (from lst September) 1 pm to 5 pm.
Unfortunately, library materials are not
available for loan, however photocopying
facilities are available.

Engquiries: 233 5388
399 Pitt Straet, Sydney
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[ EASTWOOD CAMPING CENTRE
| ALLTHE USUAL GEAR:
I Fairydown sleeping bags, abseiling gear, parkas, packs |
tents, boots, groundsheets, lightweight food, AND :
J MUCH MORE. :
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WILDERNESS CONFERENCE
CANBERRA JULY 20-23, 1278

I attended this conference for 4 days as
a representative of the Federation. The
programme was fairly arduous with discussion
often going well into the evening.

Papers were presented on a wide range of
topics such as: Philosophy of Wilderness,
Wilderness Experience, the Beneficiaries of
Wilderness, Delineating Wilderness, Economics
of Wilderness, Carrying Capacity, Wilderness
and the Law, Management Requirements etc,
Some of these papers were excellent and the
proceedings of the conference should provide TN
a valuable reference work,

1t was not all just sitting back and
listening. There was plenty of opportunity
to ask guestions and to participate in small
group workshops.

Besides educaticnal benefit the
conference provided a meeting place with many
people from other wilderness conservation
groups from interstate and wilderness managers
and many valuable contacts were made,

DAVE NOBLE
Conservation Convenor

The aim of the Newsletter is to keep
bushwalkers up to date with current matters
of interest. It will do this best if its
articles come from a reasonably large range
of walkers, not just the regular contributors.
Articles for the Newsletter are always wanted.
Any articles for the Newsletter can be sent
to

Bob Sault,
4 Clarence Avenue,
Killara 2071
{Phone 498 7897)
Closing dates for articles will generally be
very early in the month. All other
correspondence should be sent to
Federatiqp of Bushwalk1nq Clubs
GP .
,ﬁdsf m“ma*




